Short Story Writer’s Guide

SETTING – WHERE?

Where will your story take place:   (1) the place where it happens, (2) the time of year, and (3) whether it is in the present, past or future.  Be descriptive.

(1)  ________________________________   (2)  ________________________________

(3)  ________________________________

MOOD – HOW DOES THE STORY FEEL?

happy



suspenseful


warm

hopeful


exciting


________

gloomy


revengeful


________

sad



angry



________

POINT OF VIEW – WHO IS TELLING THE STORY?

First person (narrator is in the story)

Third person (narrator is outside story)

(check one)

CHARACTERS – WHO IS IN THE STORY?

A good story with conflict must include at least four characters.  If you chose first person, then one of those characters must be the narrator.

	Name
	How they look/sound
	How other people react to them

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


THEME – WHAT’S THE STORY ABOUT?

Select one of the themes given, or better: make up one of your own that interests you.  

(choose one)

Most people feel alone and frightened.

Friends will make sacrifices for one another.


Enjoy life now, not later.


Nature and the environment always work against us.


Creating new life is the meaning of life.


The teenage years are a time of feeling alone, and angry with adults.


__________________________________________________________

PLOT – WHAT HAPPENS?

What structure will the plot have?  (choose one)

linear (happy ending or every problem solved)

 
flashbacks (jumps back and forth through time)

Give some thought to how the story will begin, and end.

What happens at the beginning?

What happens at the end?  Is it a

happy ending? Or is the reader 

left with questions about the story?

WRITE YOUR STORY

Write a story using your storyboard.  Fill in details using each storyboard square to help you.  Make sure your story follows all the things you mentioned on the last page as well.

Your should aim to tell your story in about 500 to 1000 words.  Your final draft should be double spaced, and neatly written or typed.  Use the rubric to help you do well on this assignment. 

You must include 5 literary devices in your story.  Refer to your handout.


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


Comments:























